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Abstract: China is the most influential country in maritime
transportation, which ranks first in the world in terms of its
port scale, port cargo throughput, and container throughput.
However, the abolition of the “two regulations” that
used to regulate the inland transportation and port goods
operations has a significant impact on the determination of
the applicable rules for cargo delivery at ports, the right of
possessory lien of port operators, the responsibility of the
parties involved and so on. Given the fact that there are no
detailed rules in the Civil Code of China or other relevant
laws to govern port cargo operations, it is urgent to have
more explicit and comprehensive rules to regulate port cargo

operations. The paper suggests promulgating a specialized law

to regulate port operations or, as an alternative, extending the
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applicable scope of the Maritime Law of China to matters

concerning port cargo operations through the amendment

of the code or encourage the parties to incorporate the
“two regulations” into their transportation contract, with

the purpose of preventing the risks of port operators and

resolving disputes as well.
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